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THE DAYS OF MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR, Jim Bishop. 
Putnam. $8.95 

Bishop is the pro's pro who, since his 
first succes.scs— “The Day Lincoln Was 
Shot,** etc— has shown himself a master 
of the huge factual biography. He re- 
searches like a beaver; he writes with 
exceptional narrative know-how. dis- 
plays a novelist's gift of placement, pro- 
portion. emphasis, suggestion, pace. 
Part of his success also lies in his choice 
of subjects. Here, in his revisionary bi- 
ography of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
every facet of his expertise is honed to 
a fine point. One questions only whether, 
in telling the story of King’s life and 
martyrdom in ma.ssive detail, he i.s not 
beguiling his readers with a show of 
painstaking thoroughncs.s that simply 
not so. Certainly his narrative i.s en- 
grossing drama, replete with movie- 
^t>lc crosscuts Iractng James Earl Ray’s 
role in the assassination conspiracy. 
King emerges finally in tattered robes, a 
frightened civil right.s leader who rode 
to fame 6n the courageous acts of others, 
who v^a.s ambitiuu.s, who used cunning 
to get the Nobel Prize, who was “a short 
man with a tall ego.” “a creature of the 
llcsh who “singed” women, hhu-k .»r 
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Dear Ed, 



Thanks for roailingS'j 8/fi,$. Timing on Bishop pp. perfect, for I»m 
working on the chapter in vdaich 1*11 use it noew. ^n*t know \ho borrowed my 
copy and hasn*t returned, loo nuch of this, but keeping library records is 
beyAnd me. 

I apparently jumped to wrong conclusions about Bishop *s view and am sur- = 
rpi^d he eyen suggests conspiracy. I*d like to’ be able to keep up \jith his v 
appearances, if in any way possible, for possible fairness-doctrine reouests. 
Doubt publisher will, but I have asked it. I-Iine, t at is. There is sufficient 
in his claim that Ray did it, vhich the cover says explicitly. But ^9.00 for 
more vomit .1*11 not spend! I ^presume that he has no fact, merely conjectures.' - > 

» 

On JG, the question Is not one of getting nixed up in a dirty business, MI5 
idiich is an apt description, but keeping the recurrences of so many dirty 
businesses from making that out total vjay of life. Or, to oppose, to the 
degree one man can, the rewiting the kaaiHlaw and its protections fawt by the 
unscrupulous and Unprincipled xiiose objective is authoritariantsm, >hich cannot 
co-exist \rLth law as \re have known it. This is but part of the whittling away 
of all the ri^ts of all. Fascism always selects unpopular defendants for 
such purposes. 

I agree with your Lmpression of JG*s present condition. 

Hatty thanks. Best, , 
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